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College Planning Schedule

October of Sophomore year *Take the PSAT test

Spring of Sophomore year *Take the THEA test if planning to take a Dual
Credit class during the summer of the sophomore
year. Local colleges can schedule the Quick THEA

or ACCUPLACER

October of Junior year *Take the PSAT/NMSQT test for scholarship
competition.

April-May of Junior year Take college entrance exams (SAT and/or ACT)

Register on-line

Apply NOW if interest in attending a military
academy

Spring Break - Summer

*Visit colleges: talk to college students

*Obtain college applications

*Verify that high school course selections meet
college admissions requirements

*Make sure that you are on track for graduation
*Attend summer school if needed

*Take credit by exam if needed

*Complete correspondence courses if needed
Junior year
*Read college catalogues

*Meet with college Reps that visit our school
*Listen to announcements (see the bulletin board at
the counselor’s office

*Read update bulletin boards weekly

August of Senior Year

*Apply for admission to colleges
*Develop a calendar to help organized deadlines|to
be taken during the Senior Yr

*Make arrangements to take senior pictures.

*Read newsletters
*Read bulletin boards
September — December of Senior Yr *Apply for on-campus housing at all colleges where
you apply

*Determine if the colleges require the subject tes
SAT Il (achievement test).

*Take college entrance exams (SAT/ACT) if

October of Senior Year needed. Re-take SAT/ACT if necessary to meet
minimum scores for the college your wish to attend.
*QOrder cap and gown through the school
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November of Senior Year

December of Senior Year

January of Senior Year

January — May of Senior Year

March — April of Senior Year

May of Senior Year

*Attend College Night

*Attend Financial Aide meeting

*Complete the analysis form (FAFSA). Complete
soon as possible. Form can be completed online

*Inform the Counseling Office of any financial
awards, scholarships, grants, etc. that have beer
awarded. This information is very important for
your graduation program and ceremony.

*Take THEA if needed. This college placement
exam is taken if college readiness is not achieve
through TAKS results or SAT/ACT scores.

*Sign up for Advanced Placement (AP) exams if
applicable.

*Make arrangements with the registrar to send fi
transcript to your final college selection.
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STEPS TO SUCCESSFUL COLLEGE ADMISSIONS

Apply early. If you are sure which school you want to atteapplying by
the “early application” date is likely to give yaumodest advantage over
students with comparable or slightly stronger ergidls who apply later.
If you are accepted, you must attend that schdbis-binding. Early
Action works the same way as early decision bist ifton-binding. Check
deadlines.

Take a rigorous course of study. A student whose curriculum includes
a good number of advanced-placement and honorseshias an edge over someone with slightly higher
grades but a softer curriculum.

Choose your college welStudents need to be a good match for the
school they choose. Giving this decision cardfalight will assist in
writing the college essay.

Request letters of recommendation from those whidbeienthusiastic about youukewarm
recommendations letters can hurt your chancesimglaecepted. Allow a week for the letter to be
completed. Provide the person who is writing thtetea copy of your senior information sheet.

Get to know your counselof weak recommendation is not helpful. Provide thartselor with a senior
information sheet to assist in developing a striettgr of recommendation. Allow a week for thedetid
be completed.

Develop a quality essapdmissions officers are trained to spot “one sitedll” essays. Make sure that
the essay has addressed the questions that havadle=. Submit a clean copy of the essay thabéwms
carefully proofread. Don't rely on a spell checlogram.

Don't slack off in your senior yeaAdmissions committees do look at first semestedgsaand second
semester grades. Committees have been know td s¢jelents who take it easy second semester of the
senior year.

K-2
Be aware of deadline. Use a planner that displays a month in reviewa®are of dates so that
documentation (letters of recommendation, transsripst reports, etc) can be gathered ahead ef Hrm
not wait till the last day to gather the documdntatAdmission committees strictly hold to deadsine
Submit early.

Application process. Apply to several colleges. The application feegymfrom approximately $25
to $60 (see your counselor to request fee waivBed the applications carefully and follow direns
carefully. Applications are often accepted or rigdas they arrive. The schools get more seleasuwbey
get closer to the deadline date. Submit applicatearly.

Applying on-line. Websites provide information about the admisgimtess. Forms such
as on-line applications, common applications, amndtiple submissions are available. Check these $ite
determine which you will use:

www.collegelink.com
www.collegeapps.com
www.collegenet.com
www.weapply.com
WWW.COMmonapp.org
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FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID
FAFSA: Step by Step Guide
(to be completed by the parent during the studerse&nior year)

The federal government uses this form to deteryouoe eligibility for financial aid,

which includes grants, work-study, and scholarslaipd loansThe FAFSA is used to
determine how much federal aid you are eligible EffC stands for Expected Family
Contribution. Your family must contribute this amobin the coming year to your college
costs, according to the government’s calculation.

Step 1: Assemble forms needed to complete FAFSA
You will need the following to fill out the form:
Social security number
Current bank statements
Driver’s license
Current mortgage and investment records (if any)
Most recent federal tax return
Most recent untaxed income records (if any)
Most recent W2 forms and other record of moneye&rn
Alien registration card (if not a U.S. citizen)

Step 2: Complete the FAFSA
Complete a FAFSA on the webvatw.fafsa.ed.gov
In order to maximize your amount of aid, fill obetFAFSA as soon as possible
after January 1.
Once finished, print the FAFSA summary as welhas'Eubmission
Confirmation” page. If completing the paper versiomake a copy for your
records.

Step 3: Review your Student Aid Report (SAR)
The SAR is proof that your FAFSA was received.sfiould receive your electronic SAR
in 1-3 days if you signed with your PIN (paper:2+8eks).

Remember that the FAFSA is FREE. If you need hefsk the financial
aid office where you plan on attending college alicthe FAFSA Help
Desk at 1-800-4-FED-AID.
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PAYING FOR COLLEGE

Toll-free Financial Aid Hotline —1-877-782-7322
Texas Financial Aid Brochure-1-877-242-3062, ext 6387

Most financial aid is awarded based on financial @@. Financial aid is determined by
the cost of attending college minus the familyjseexed contribution* which determines
the student’s financial need.

*Family contribution is calculated based on famitgome and size that the student
provides using the FAFSA. Both state and fedehisaawarded based on this
calculation. The FAFSA is completed by the pareming the student’s senior year.

Types of aid —
Grants and Scholarships (free money)
Work-Study (part-time jobs)
Loans (money to be paid back with low interest)

Steps to take in High School to Keep College Caxtsvn

Prior to graduating from high school, students shiol..

- Get well prepared for college to avoid having tkealevelopmental or remedial
courses in college
Consider dual credit classes to get credit for cms for both high school and
college. Prior to enrolling in a dual credit courseontact the 4-year college
where you plan to attend to verify that they walnisfer the dual credit classes.
Take advanced placement exams and “test out” dégelhours.
Consider CLEP test to “test out” of classes. Conthe college where you plan
on attending to get information about CLEP tests.
Explore career options so that you will not havel@ange majors too often in
college. Career Cruising website is a good placsttot.
WWwWWw.careercruising.com
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Internet Links

COLLEGE SEARCH, PLANNING AND ADMISSIONS

College for Texanswww.collegefortexans.com Great website to help you learn how
to apply for college and how to find financial daf college. Includes incentives for
graduating early.

Texas Scholars Program www.texasscholars.or@fficial website for Texas Scholars
where students can create a personal Roadmap feSs.

CollegeBoard Online www.collegeboard.conA college search engine and a must for
online gegistration for college exams. This site dormation on AP. SAT, PSAT, CLEP
exams.

The Princeton Review www.review.comThis is a database of the best undergraduate,
graduate, medical, law and business schools.dtgeod career guidéCounselormatic
takes you through the college admissions process.

College View -www.collegeview.comA comprehensive college planning site. It has an
excellent database that is easy to use.

Peterson’s -www.petersons.com total college planning site that includes séartest
prep and financial aid information.

IPEDS College Opportunities On Line www.nces.ed.gov/ipeds/co@lollege
Opportunities On-line is sponsored by the NatidBahter for Education Statistics in the
U.S. Department of Education. NCES was authorize@dngress in 1998 to help
college students, future students, and their parentlerstand the differences between
colleges and how much it costs to attend college.

National Association for College Admission Counsddi—
www.nacacnet.org/MemberPortdlollege admissions and college counselors betong
this national association. This site will providestlatest changes and innovations in
admissions and financial aid.

NCAA GUIDE- www.ncaaclearinghouse.n&& must for the college bound athlete.

Alpha list of W.S. Universities www.utexas.edu/world/univ/alpha/index.html

Career Cruising-www.careercruising.com

Occupational Outlook Handbookwww..bls.gov/oco/ Handbook that lists career infation
by occupation. An excellent resource for careeppration and information.
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FINANCIAL AID — SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS

FAFSA-www.fafsa.ed.gov has online forms and filing witoimation about FAFSA.

FastWEB-wwwl.fastweb.com (Financial Aid Search Through\WieB) is a searchable
database of more than 275,000 private sector schbips, fellowships, grants, and
loans from more that 10,000 sources.

The Student Guide-
www.studentaid.ed.gov/students/publications/studgntie/index.htmlFinancial aid

from the U.S. Department of Education includingrdsaloans, and workstudy. This site
is updated each award year. The student guideyellsabout the programs and how to
apply for them.

Texas Guaranteed Student Loan Corporationww.tgslc.orgs a non-profit
corporation designated to administer the Federairflg Education Loan Program
(FFELP)

FinAid- www.finaid.org(The Smart Student’s Guide to Financial Aid) wstaklished in
the fall of 1994 as a public service. This awaraung site has grown into the most
comprehensive annotated collection of informatibowt student financial aid on the
web.

www.scholarships.com
www.scholarsite.com
www.collegeplan.org
www.NeedCollegeMoney.com

WEBSITES FOR TEXAS

Common Application for Texas Public Universitiesavw.applytexas.org

Private School Common Applicatiorwww.app.commonapp.org

THEA (Texas Higher Education Assessmentxw.thea.nesinc.com

College For Texanswww.collegefortexans.cam guide for the college process
(includes military options

Texas Mentor-www.texasmentor.corstudent planning site for private Texas private
schools.

Texas Higher Education Coordinating Boardwww.thecb.state.tx.uBrovides information
on the state’s education programs, colleges andargities, financial aid assistance programs,
grants, scholarships, continuing education prograersl career opportunities.
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SITES FOR TEST PREPARATION

College Board Online www.collegeboard.com

Education Testing Servicewww.ets.ordPrivate educational testing and measurement
organization. It has links for the AP, SAT, Toalfd more. Has the capability for online
registration for many tests.

ACT Home Pagewww.act.org

Vocabulary.comwwwvocabulary.com

Kaplan Test Prep and Admissiongavw.kaptest.com

Peterson’swww.petersons.com

Number2.comwww.number2.corfree test prep that is fun and will send you redens
to practice.

MILITARY OPTIONS

Service Academics

Air Force Academywww.usafa.af.mil

Coast Guard Academyavw.ega.edu

Merchant Marine Academywyww.usmma.edu

United States Military Academy (West Pointww.usma.edu
Naval Academywww.nadn.navy.mil

Defense Department

US Military Careers-www.armedforcescareers.com
The Defense Linkwww.defenselink.mil

The United States Navyavw.navy.mil

The National Guardwww.ngb.dtic.mil

The Marines-www.usmc.mil

The Army-www.army.mil

The Air Force-www.af.mil

The Coast Guardvww.uscg.mil/lUSCG.shtm
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AchieveTexas

www.AchieveTexas.org

The AchieveTexas website offers
Information about the initiative and
copies of the programs of study that
recommend classes to take in high
school, extended learning opportunities,
and postsecondary programs.

America’s Career InfoNet
www.acinet.org/acinet

This is the place to search for occupational
information, industry information, and
state-specific labor market information.

Career Voyages

Www.careervoyages.qgov

This is a career planning resource for students,
parents, career changers, and career advisors.

College for Texans
www.collegefortexans.com

Here is everything a Texan needs to know
about preparing for, applying for, and paying
for college or technical school. And it's all in
one up-to-date, easy-to-navigate mega-site
almost as big as the state itself. Remember:
$4 billion is available every year to help
Texans attend college.

College Tech Prep of Texas
www.techpreptexas.org
Tech Prep is a way to begin your
course of study in high school and
continue in a community or technical
college. The result is a certificate or
associate’s degree in a career field.

O*NET

(Occupational Information Network)
www.online.onetcenter.org

Also available in schools and
libraries, O*NET provides full
information on occupations,
including compensation, employ-
ment prospects, and skill matching
for students. Information on
compensation is available on a
state-by-state basis.

U.S. Department of Labor

Occupational Outlook Handbook
www.bls.gov/oco

This nationally recognized resource
offers information on job
responsibilities, earnings, working
conditions, and job prospects for the
future.
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PINE TREE HIGH SCHOOL
Career Pathways for the High School Education Plan

This information can be used to plan for your future! It is designed to assist you
in the development of your High School Education Plan that will include all
academic and elective courses that meet graduation requirements. The
information contained in this guide will give you an opportunity to explore and
research career options depending on your interest and abilities. Keep in mind
that the course choices you make now will determine how well prepared you are
to pursue higher education and/or seek meaningful employment.

The following information includes the Achieve Texas clusters and Articulation
Agreements with local junior colleges:

chieve lexas

AchieveTexas is a system designed to help students (and their parents) make
wise education choices. It is based on the belief that the curricula of the 21
century should combine rigorous academics with relevant career education.
When schools integrate academic and technical education, students can see the
“usefulness” of what they are learning. The system also facilitates a seamless
transition from secondary to postsecondary opportunities.

A

This initiative uses the sixteen federally defined Career Clusters of the States’
Career Clusters initiative (www.careerclusters.org) as the foundation for
restructuring how schools arrange their instructional programs. A Career Cluster
is a grouping of occupations and broad industries based on commonalities. The
sixteen Career Clusters provide an organizing tool for schools, small learning
communities, academies, and magnet schools. Career Pathway models have
been developed for each of the Career Clusters. These models represent a
recommended sequence of coursework based on a student’s interest or career
goal.
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Arts, Communication & Media Careers & Information
Technology

Individuals, who work in this cluster like to compose original work, enjoy
entertaining others, have artistic or musical ability, like to express feelings or
ideas in writing or by performing, and/or are creative, innovative, imaginative, and
flexible. Occupations within this cluster are related to the humanities and the
performing, visual, literary, and media arts. These may include architecture,
interior design, creative writing, fashion design, film fine arts, graphic design and
production, journalism, languages, radio, television, advertising, and public
relations. The programs within this cluster include:

Designing, producing, exhibiting, performing, writing, and
Technology publishing multimedia content including visual and performing
Communications arts and design, journalism, and entertainment services.

Careers in designing, planning, managing, building and
ure & maintaining the built environment.
struction

Planning, managing and providing education and training
services, and related learning support services.

Building Linkages in IT Occupations Framework: For Entry
Level, Technical, and Professional Careers Related to the
Design, Development, Support and Management of Hardware,
Software, Multimedia, and Systems Integration Services.

The Career Clusters icons are being used with jgerami of the: States’ Career Clusters Initiativ@)2,
www.careerclusters.org

PTHS PTHS
Related Courses Related Activities
BCIS I/Keyboarding - Theater
BCIS/Micro - Chair
BCIS I - Forensics Club
Multi-Media Il - Cutlass Staff
Advanced Multi-Media - Yearbook Staff
Web Mastering - Decathlon
Web Design - Leadership
Child Care Development - Collision and Repair Club
Elementary Teachers Aide - Beautification Club
Public Speaking
UIL
Art
Math/Science
Dancing
PALS
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Business & Marketing Careers

Individuals, who work in this cluster enjoy planning and directing the activities of
an organization, like to work with people, are organized and comfortable with
detail work in numbers and words, and/or have effective human relations skills.
Occupations within this cluster are related to the business environment. These
may include entrepreneurship (owning your own business), sales, marketing,
computer information systems, finance, accounting, personnel, economics, and

management.

The programs within this cluster include:

iness, Management
& Administration

Business Management and Administration careers encompass
planning, organizing, directing and evaluating business functions
essential to efficient and productive business operations.
Business Management and Administration career opportunities
are available in every sector of the economy.

Planning, services for financial and investment planning, banking,
insurance, and business financial management.

Planning, managing, and performing marketing activities to reach
organizational objectives.

The Career Clusters icons are being used with jgerami of the: States’ Career Clusters Initiativ@)2,

Www.careerclusters.org

PTHS

PTHS

Related Courses Related Activities

Yearbook

Cutlass Production
Z-Club

Leadership
Student Council
UIL

Math/Science
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Environmental Sciences, Natural Resources, and Agri Science
Careers

This cluster is for individuals who enjoy working outdoors, are concerned about
the environment, enjoy doing mechanical tasks, and/or enjoy a job that involves
laboratory experiments and field-testing. Occupations within this cluster are
related to natural resources, the environment, and agriculture including: earth
sciences, environmental sciences, agricultural sciences, fisheries, forestry,
horticulture, and wildlife.

The programs within this cluster include:

The production, processing, marketing, distribution, financing,
and development of agricultural commodities and resources
including food, fiber, wood products, natural resources,
horticulture, and other plant and animal products/resources.

Careers in designing, planning, managing, building and
,,,,,,, o ¢ maintaining the built environment.

re
g Q) Construction
= 3 T |

The Career Clusters icons are being used with jgsrani of the: States’ Career Clusters Initiativ@)2,
www.careerclusters.org

PTHS PTHS
Related Courses Related Activities
BCIS I/Keyboarding - Beautification Club
BCIS I/ Micro - Collision and Repair Club
BCIS I
Multi-Media Il

Advanced Multi-Media
Interior Design
Nutrition/Foods
Marketing Dynamics
Marketing Management
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Health & Medical Technology Careers

This cluster is for individuals who like to help others, like science and research,
are able to follow procedures with great accuracy, have dexterity in the use of
eyes, hands, and fingers, and/or enjoy working as a member of a team.
Occupations within this cluster are related to the promotion of health and the
treatment of disease in humans and animals. These may include research,
prevention, treatment, and related technologies.

The programs within this cluster include:

Planning, managing, and providing therapeutic
services, diagnostic services, health informatics,
support services, and biotechnology research and
development.

The Career Clusters icons are being used with jgerami of the: States’ Career Clusters Initiativ@)2,
www.careerclusters.org

PTHS PTHS

Related Courses Related Activities
BCIS I/Keyboarding - Leadership Blood Drive
BCIS I/ Micro - Walk for Life
BCIS Il - Special Olympics Field Day
Health Care Science - Good Shepherd Job Shadow
Nutrition/Foods - Athletic Trainer
Leadership - Sports
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Science, Engineering & Technology Careers

This cluster is for Individuals who like to work with their hands, like using science
and math to solve problems, like to design and create new things and/or possess
the mechanical aptitude and ability to work with tools. Occupations within this
cluster are related to the technologies necessary to design, develop, install, and
maintain physical systems. These may include engineering, manufacturing
construction, service, and related technologies.

The program within this cluster include:

Careers in designing, planning, managing, building and
maintaining the built environment.

Planning, managing and performing the processing of
materials into intermediate or final products and related
professional and technical support activities such as
production planning and control, maintenance and
manufacturing/process engineering.

Planning, managing, and providing scientific research and
professional and technical services (e.g., physical science,
social science, engineering) including laboratory and
testing services, and research and development services.

Planning, management, and movement of people,
materials, and goods by road, pipeline, air rail and water
and related professional and technical support services
such as transportation infrastructure planning and
management, logistics services, mobile equipment and
facility maintenance.

Building Linkages in IT Occupations Framework: For Entry
Level, Technical, and Professional Careers Related to the
Design, Development, Support and Management of
Hardware, Software, Multimedia, and Systems Integration
Services.

The Career Clusters icons are being used with gserani of the: States’ Career Clusters Initiativ@)2,
www.careerclusters.org

PTHS PTHS
Related Courses Related Activities

BCIS I/Keyboarding; BCIS I/Micro; BCIS Il | - Collision and Repair
Multi-Media Il - Auto Technology
Advanced Multi-Media - Welding
Web Mastering - Math/Science
Small Engines - Computer Programming
Intro to Metal - Web Design
Welding I, 1l - UIL
Collison & Repair - Math/Science
Auto Tech I, Il
Interior Design
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Social, Personal & Public Services Careers

This cluster is for Individuals who enjoy helping others learn new things, like to
plan and participate in activities, enjoy providing services to help and please
other people, are concerned about people’s well being and safety, can follow
procedure, can be a team member, can make decisions quickly and fairly, and/or
are willing to take risks. Occupations within this cluster are related to economic,
political and social systems. They focus on providing services based on people’s
wants, needs, tastes, welfare, and personal safety and security. These may
include education, government service, leisure and recreation, religion, childcare,
social services, personal services, library science, cosmetology, legal services,
law enforcement, and criminal justice. The programs within this cluster include:

Planning, managing and providing education and training
services, and related learning support services.

Executing governmental functions to include Governance;
National Security; Foreign Service; Planning; Revenue and
Taxation; Regulation; and Management and Administration at
the local, state, and federal levels.

Hospitality & Tourism encompasses the management,
marketing and operations of restaurants and other
foodservices, lodging, attractions, recreation events and
travel related services.

Preparing individuals for employment in career pathways that
relate to families and human needs.

Planning, managing, and providing legal, public safety,
protective services and homeland security, including
professional and technical support services.

The Career Clusters icons are being used with jgerani of the: States’ Career Clusters Initiativ@)2,
www.careerclusters.org

PTHS PTHS
Related Courses Related Activities
BCIS I/Keyboarding; BCIS I/ Micro . Z-Club
BCIS Il . BUCS
Int.ro tq Crime !n America . Leadership
Crime in Amerlga . PALS
Health Care Science .
Child Development Student Council
p
Teen Parenting Sports
Personal/Family Development - Cosmetology
Elementary Teacher Assistant - Theater
Nutrition/Foods - UIL

HECP I, I
Marketing Yourself
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