UIL Try-Outs – 6TH Grade
On November 3rd , 2011 students will have the opportunity to try out for UIL teams during the Pine Tree Middle School Invitational Meet.  Students who make the team will participate in an area-wide UIL academic competition that will be held on January 22nd.  
· All students who make the UIL team will be required to attend the meet on February 25th, 2012.  
· Students who make a UIL team will also be expected to attend weekly practices before or after school.  
· Students must have good attendance, positive citizenship, and passing grades to participate in UIL.
On the back of this page are descriptions of the UIL events you can try out for.  Please check as many events as you would like to try out for and give this form back to your HOMEROOM TEACHER no later than Thursday, October 27th.  
Students will be called out of their class on THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3rd  to try out for that event.  Please be present on this date if you wish to participate.  There will be no other opportunity to try out.  
Student Name:__________________________________________________________

Homeroom Teacher:______________________________________________________
Parent signature for permission:______________________________________________________________
CHECK THE EVENTS YOU WOULD LIKE TO TRY OUT FOR ON THE BACK OF THIS PAPER.

TURN THIS PAGE IN TO YOUR HOMEROOM TEACHER BY 

                                 Thursday, October 27th ! 
_____Dictionary Skills: Each test consists of 40 objective and short answer questions to be completed in 20 minutes. Contestants use dictionaries during the competition, which may be tabbed. Contest questions cover word origins and histories, parts of speech, pronunciation, variant spellings, plurals, alphabetizing and other such elements. Test questions are also taken from charts, tables and lists contained in the dictionary. 

_____Art Smart:  Part A of the contest requires the contestant to identify the names of 15 selected artists and titles of pictures selected randomly by the director from the official list of 40 pictures. Part B consists of 30 questions about art history and art elements characteristic of the 40 art selections. 

_____Listening Skills:  Contestants will listen to a script ranging from seven to ten minutes in length, take notes as needed, and use their notes to answer 25 multiple choice, true/false and short answer test questions. A variety of subject matter will be used for the listening tests. 
_____Maps, Graphs, and Charts:  The maps, graphs & charts contest is designed to help students learn to get information from a variety of maps, graphs and charts including world maps, pie charts, bar charts and local area maps. The objective test will measure skills such as using a reference book to locate information, making comparisons, estimating and approximating, using scale and interpreting grid systems, legends and keys.  Students will be given an objective test containing approximately 75 multiple choice, true/false, and fill-in-the-blank questions which must be answered in 45 minutes. 
_____Oral Reading (Prose or Poetry): Reading literature out loud provides opportunities for students to analyze the text, to grow and to develop as a performer, to communicate a message to an audience and to perform an artistic creation.  Readers must be entertaining, make eye contact with the audience, and use voice inflections to help bring the story or poem to life.  
_____Ready Writing:  Contestants are given a choice between two prompts which define the audience, and provide the purpose for writing. Students should be encouraged to analyze the prompts for the purpose of writing, the format, the audience and the point of view. The format may be, for example, a letter, an article for the newspaper or an essay for the principal. 
_____Spelling:  The spelling contest is designed to give students in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 exposure to a wide variety of vocabulary words. It is not a contest of memorization. For the most educational value, preparation for this contest should include instruction in the rules of the English language, meanings and definitions, and root words. In addition to learning to spell proficiently, contestants will learn to write clearly and to capitalize words properly.
_____Social Studies:  This contest is designed to encourage students to expand their knowledge of social studies, particularly in the areas of history, government systems, economics, citizenship and culture.  Students will be given an objective test containing approximately 40 questions which must be answered in 30 minutes.  
_____Music Memory:  Students will listen to approximately 20 seconds of  up to 20 musical selections and identify the name of the major work, selection and the name of the composer. 

